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SUBJECT: OAU MINISTERIAL CONEERENCE ON RELATIONS WITH EEC 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: IN OPENING SESSION OF OAU MEETING 

ON AERICAN RELATIONS WITH EEC, BOTH GENERAL GOWON AND 
SECRETARY GENERAL OE OAU EKINGAKI URGED OAU MEMBERS 
TO ADOPT UNITED STANCE PRIOR TO JULY 25-26 BRUSSELS 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH EEC. EKINGAKI EXPLICITLY CONDEMNED 
"REVERSE PREFERENCES," DONOR ADMINISTRATION OF DEVELOP- 
MENT AID, AND "RIGHT OF ESTABLISHMENT" PROVISIONS. 

GOWON AVOIDED DIRECT REEERENCE TO REVERSE PREFERENCE 
ISSUE, BUT NIGERIAN NEGOTIATORS AT CURRENT MEETING 
ARE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE HEIR ADAMANT OPPOSITION TO 
REVERSE PREEERENCES WHICH THEY VIEW AS OBSTACLE TO IN- 
CREASED INTRA-AFRICAN COOPERATION. END SUMMARY. 

2. THREE-DAY OAU MINISTERIAL CONEERENCE ON RELATIONS 
WITH THE EEC BEGAIN IN LAGOS ON JULY 9. DIPLOMATIC 
CORPS INVITED TO INITIAL MEETING WITH PUBLIC INTRODUC- 
TORY ADDRESSES BY GENERAL GOWON AND SECRETARY GENERAL 
OF OAU, NZO EKANGSKI, BUT SUBSEQUENT MEETINGS IN CLOSED 
SESSION. 
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3. IN OPENING ADDRESS GENERAL GOWON EXHORTED AERICANS 
TO ADOPT UNIEIED APPROACH PRIOR TO JULY BRUSSELE MEET- 
ING, BUT AVOIDED MAKING ANY EXPLICIT PUBLIC STATEMENT 
ON "REVERSE PREFERENCE" ISSUE. GOWON STRESSED NEED 
EOR AERICAN RELATIONSHIP WITH EEC ON BASIS OE "EQUALITY, 
SOVEREIGNTY, AND MUTUAL INTEREST," BUT STATED THAT 
NIGERIA WOULD NOT EXPECT HER BROTHERS TO "COMMIT ECO- 
NOMIC SUIDIDE IN FACE OE KNOWN REALITIES." (SEE SEP- 

TEL FOR TEXT.) 

4. EKINGAKI'S ADDRESS MORE STRONGLY WORKED. TEXT 

NOT YET AVAILABLE BUT AS REPORTED LOCAL PRESS, HE STRESSED 
THAT AFRICA, "HAVING THE LARGEST PROPORTION OF THE 
WORLD'S UNTAPPED NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSTITUTING 
THE GREATEST RESERVOIR OF RAW MATERIALS NEEDED BY THE 
DEVELOPED COUNTRIES, CANNOT BE DEFENSIVE IN BARGAINING 
WITH EUROPE OR WITH ANY OTHER WORLD ECONOMIC REGION." 

"ANY ATTEMPT TO MAKE US AN APPENDAGE OF EUROPE, TO EAT 
THE CRUMBS WHICH FALL FROM THE MASTER'S TABLE, SHALL 
REVOLT US, SHALL HARDEN US, AND SHALL EXPLODE AND ANI- 
HILATE THE EXISTING FRAGILE RELATIONSHIP BORN OF THE 
PAINFUL COLONIAL TIES OF EXPLOITATION, WHICH WE ARE 
NOW TRYING TO TRANSFORM TO A MORE MEANINGFUL AND DURA- 
BLE FORM OF COOPERATION BASED ON SAME ELEMENTS OF TRUST, 
CONFIDENCE, AND MUTUAL RESPECT." AFRICA WOULD ONLY 
HAVE ITSELF TO BLAME FOR FAILURE THROUGH "NOT BEING 
UNITED (AND) BY NOT ASKING FOR MAXIMUM AANTAGES." 

5. EKINGAKI PROPOSED A TEN-POINT PROGRAM TO FORM PLAT- 
FORM FOR AFRICAN NEGOTIATIONS WITH EEC LATER THIS MONTH. 
AMONG MAIN PROPOSALS WERE THAT UPCOMING EEC NEGOTIATIONS 
"SHOULD NOT HAVE AS A BASIS ANY OF THE EXISTING ARRANGEMENTS 
WITH SPECIFIC GROUPS OR INDIVIDUAL STATES IN AFRICA;" AND 
THAT AFRICA SHOULD STRIVE FOR A "COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 

ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT," BUT AN AGREEMENT "CONCLUDED 
INDEPENDENTLY OF THE EXISTENCE OF THE MULTI-NATIONAL 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE AGREEMENT KNOWN AS GATT, "MANY 
CLAUSES OF WHICH AFRICA IS PRESENTLY CONTESTING." 

AFRICA, HE SAID, WILL NOT OFFER RECIPROCAL PREFERENCES 
OR ESTABLISH A FREE TRADE AREA WITH EUROPE FOR PURPOSE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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OF JUSTIFYING HER FOR ACCEPTANCE OF EUROPEAN PREFEREN- 
TIAL TARIFFS. " ADVANTAGES OFFERED BY THE EEC TO AFRICA 
ARE TO BE JUSTIFIED IN THE "INTERNATIONAL OBPGATION 
WHICH THE ADVANCED COUNTRIES HAVE TOWARD THE DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES." "THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE DEVELOPMENT 
FUND (SHOULD BE) ON A PARITY BASIS BETWEEN AFRICA AND 
EUROPE," EKINGAKI STRESSED, AND SHOULD ALSO BE ADMINIS- 
TERED SO AS TO GIVE "PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT TO THE MOST 
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UNDER-DEVELOPED OR HANDICAPPED STATES." TO ENCOURAGE 
INTER-AERICAN COOPERATION, PRIORITY SHOULD BE GIVEN 
TO INTER-STATE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS, HE NOTED. EKINGAKI 
ALSO SUGGESTED PRICE SUPPORT AGREEMENTS EOR AERICAN 
RAW MATERIALS SUCH AS SUGAR, THAT GUARANTEES FOR EUROPEAN 
INVESTMENT IN AERICA SHOULD BE ASSUMED BY TEH EEC RATHER 
THAN INVESTMENT-RECIPIENT NATION, AND THAT EEC PRIN- 
CIPLES ON RIGHT OE ESTABLISHMENT, MOVEMENT OF CAPITAL, 

AND RULES OE ORIGIN BE "SERIOUSLY REVIEWED." 

6. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH GOWON'S ADDRESS MORE MODERATE 
IN TONE AND OMITTED DIRECT REEERENCE TO TROUBLESOME 
REVERSE PREFERENCE ISSUE, NIGERIAN ANTIPATHY TO REVERSE 
PREEERENCES IS STRONG. EMG MAY NOT EXPECT POORER AERICAN 
ASSOCIABLES TO "COMMIT SUICIDE" INTERMS OE EOREGONE 

LED AID AND BUDGETARY SUPPORT, BUT WORKING GROUPS IN 
CURRENT OAU MEETING WILL CERTAINLY PROVIDE EORUM EOR 
NIGERIAN ANTI-REVERSE PREFERENCE ZEALOTS TO TAKE MORE 
SHOTS AT REVERSE PREEERENCE OPTION. ECHOS OE TRADE 
COMMISSIONER BRIGGS VEHEMENT CONDEMNATION OF YAOUNDE 
TERMS (LAGOS 1372) AT EEBRUARY MEETING OE COMMONWEALTH 
ASSOCIABLES MAY BE HEARD AGAIN, AND SINCE BRIGG'S SPEECH 
NIGERIAN ANIMUS TOWARD REVERSE PREEERENCES HAS BEEN 
STRENGTHENED BY SIGNS OF FALTERING EEC INSISTENCE ON 
PREEERENCES AND FURTHER BOLSTERED BY STRONG USG STANCE 
ON DISCRIMINATORY TRADING PACTS (E.G9, PRESIDENT'S 
ECONOMIC STATEMENT TO CONGRESS AND PENALTIES CONTAINED 
IN VOVSED TRADE LEGISLATION EOR LDCS GRANTING DISCRI- 
MINATORY PREEERENCES TO DCS). IN SPITE NIGERIA'S 
SYMPATHY FOR THE PLIGHT OP POORER ASSOCIABLES WHO MAY 
WISH TO ACCEPT REVERSE PREEERENCES IP THAT A SINE QUA 
NON OF EEC ASSOCIATION, SHE WILL NOT MISS OPPORTUNITY 
TO URGE UNITED AERICA ASSULT ON REVERSE PREEERENCES 
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AT USELS. THIS MAY BE HER LAST CHANCE. 

7. DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO REPEAT THIS MESSAGE TO OTHER 
EUROPEAN, AERICAN, AND CARIBBEAN ADDRESSEES. 

REINHARDT 



LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 



NNN 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 10 JUL 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973LAGOS05562 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: LAGOS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 973/newtext/t1 9730743/aaaabfsz.tel 
Line Count: 159 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 0 JAN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <10-Jan-2002 by martinjw>; APPROVED <31 -Jan-2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: OAU MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE ON RELATIONS WITH EEC 
TAGS: EGEN, N1 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




